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Our Mission

To champion the preservation of South Australia’s natural, built and cultural heritage for
current and future generations.

We do this by advocacy and promotion of best practice heritage protection and conservation.

Our Vision

Build a diverse and connected community for heritage preservation.

Our Values

Care Inclusivity
Integrity Leadership
Sustainability Relevance
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Chair’s Report

The nature, extent and variety of the activities of the Willunga Branch of the National Trust
of South Australia are readily apparent from consideration of the details in the following
pages of this Annual Report.

Dr Paddy O’Toole is to be thanked and congratulated for her diligence in bringing together
so beautifully all that important information.

In the Annual Report 2021-2022 1 wrote, in what I then thought was my final action as Chair,
“...Iconclude by adding my personal thanks to all of those who, over the last ten years, as
part of our Branch Team, have supported me in these and the various other responsibilities
which I have undertaken for and in relation to the National Trust Movement in Australia . . .”.
Having returned as Chair for the 2024-25 and 2025-26 years, [ am again more than happy to
record my personal thanks for the continuation of that support.

The Willunga Branch is still an important part of a community-based, volunteer organisation
which receives no Government funding except by way of grants for specific projects. So, we
continue to rely upon the generosity of our donors in cash and kind, and of our volunteers,
without whose gracious gifting of their time and talent and money we could not continue to
function, and upon the support of our members, and of those who participate in what we do,
and of the local community. We really appreciate the sustained and direct personal interest in
our activities evidenced by our local Federal Member, Rebekha Sharkie MP, our local State
Member, Jenni Mitton MHA, our Mayor, Moira Were AM, and our Ward Councillors, Marisa
Bell and Jordan Pritchard. Our thanks and gratitude go to all of those mentioned above. That
should be abundantly clear throughout this Report.

It is more than seventy years since the enactment of the National Trust of South Australia Act
1955, so the current Inquiry into the National Trust of South Australia by the Environment,
Resources and Development Committee of the Parliament of South Australia is both timely
and welcomed. It is important that the Terms of Reference are widely known, so they are set
out below:

“That the Environment, Resources and Development Committee inquire into and report on—
(a) the governance and organisational structure of the National Trust of South Australia;

(b) the operation, effectiveness and contemporary relevance of the National Trust of South
Australia Act 1955;

(c) whether the legislative and governance framework established under the Act remains fit
for purpose in supporting heritage preservation and community participation in South
Australia;

(d) the management and preservation of heritage assets under the care or control of the
National Trust;

(e) the role of volunteers and community stakeholders in the operation and decision-making
processes of the National Trust;

(f) the impact of organisational and governance issues on regional communities, local history
and tourism; and

(g) any other related matters.”.

We look forward to this Committee’s Report.
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Highlights of 2025/6

The 175" anniversary of Port Willunga township was celebrated with an
event at the Star of Greece restaurant. This event, attended by the
Governor of South Australia, was organized by our Port Willunga
Heritage sub-committee.

History Festival saw the following events: WCCG — From Schoolyard to
Green Space, Willunga Slate Quarry Tour, Mayhem in McLaren Vale,
Willunga Historical High Street Walk.

The School Program performed strongly, with 696 students and 100
adults participating, via 19 tours in this financial year.

Hugo Shaw Retrospective: attracted large numbers of visitors, enabled
the commencement of the Publication Fund, and led to the naming of the
Hugo Shaw Gallery. The catalogue is now sold out.

Waverley Park Homestead was a bustle of activity with art workshops,
curator presentations, folk sessions and bridge group gatherings.

Announcement of the extension of loans of artworks from the Sharing the
National Collection program organised by the National Gallery of
Australia. This event celebrating this announcement was attended by
Rebekha Sharkie MP and Moira Were AM, Mayor, City of Onkaparinga

New display at Bassett Boys’ Schoolroom and new self-guided walk.
“The Museums Loop” created.

Work proceeds on the Atkinson’s Bakery Cart structure. Advice has been
sought from the City of Onkaparinga, State heritage experts and

contractors. m

Crimson Sunset of Port Willunga
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People

“Our people are essential to our mission, collaborating and upholding good governance to
protect South Australia’s heritage and strengthening community connections.”

Branch Committee

The National Trust of South Australia, Willunga Branch (“the Branch”) is managed by our
Branch Committee, which meets monthly at Waverley Park Homestead. The Branch
Committee is comprised of the following members/volunteers:

Role Name

Chair Brian McMillan

Vice-Chair Sara Livsey

Treasurer Marian Floyd

Secretary Suzy Reiche

Member Sharon Hancock

Member Katrina Kytka

Member Jo Petchell (now resigned)
Member Amy Wilson (now resigned)

In addition, program leaders manage the numerous programs supported by the Branch and
undertaken by our volunteers.

Age of volunteers

A broad range of volunteers in terms of age is desirable so that a variety of activities can be
undertaken, learning can occur within the base, and understanding of our organisation can
penetrate into a variety of settings.

Y/e 30.6.25 Y/e 30.6.2026
Age Range* Number of Number of
volunteers volunteers
80+ 10 6
70 -< 80 16 18
60 — 70 25 21
50 — 60 2 1
40 — 50 6 2
30-40 0 1
20-30 0 0
10-20 0 1
Total 59 50
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* Age calculated from 1 January

There are also six volunteers who will be confirmed when paperwork is completed.

Range of Roles

During the financial year, the following roles were undertaken by our volunteers:

e Artefact analysis e Social media marketing
e Art curation e Tours guides (Museum, WPH and
e Collection management Walks)
e Digitisation of photos e School tour guides
e Creating records on Chronicles e Premises care
(our online encyclopedia) e Volunteer management
¢ Financial management e Wedding management

¢ Print media marketing
The skills required for this range of roles are varied, suiting a wide range of personalities.

We currently have two vacancies:
e Collections Manager, and

e School Program Coordinator.

B

Actors from “Mayhem in McLaren Vale”
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Places and Conservation

“We are committed to heritage places and conservation; preserving, maintaining, and
protecting sites for future generations through responsible stewardship.”

Willunga Branch manages the following properties, which are owned by the City of
Onkaparinga, namely:
e Willunga Courthouse Nature Reserve, which includes:
o Willunga Courthouse Museums, and
o Slate Museum
e Bassett Boys’ Schoolroom/Wirra Creek Community Garden, and

e Waverley Park Homestead.

Willunga Courthouse and Slate Museums and the Bassett Boys’ Schoolroom are listed on the
South Australian State Heritage Register, while Waverley Park Homestead is listed on the
City of Onkaparinga Local Heritage Register.

The City of Onkaparinga has been assiduous in ensuring the continued viability of each of the
four buildings. The Willunga Courthouse and the Slate Museum are the subject of
Development Applications seeking to repair the buildings' stonework. The Slate Museum
door has also been repaired. Regarding the Bassett Boys’ Schoolroom, a Development
Application is also pending to repair the building's stonework.

Waverley Park Homestead had extensive work to reinforce the rafters, which had been
damaged by termites. Contractors spent weeks in the roof, incidentally finding some artefacts
that probably dated back to the time of the Allen family residence, in the late 19" to early 20
century.

Protecting and building heritage knowledge assets

The Willunga National Trust also engages in activities that build a historical picture of our
local area and obtain and preserve the records that hold this history. We provide information
and images to people interested in heritage places. In addition, the Wirra Creek Community
Garden shows how an area attached to a heritage building can become a community space
where people learn, connect and value natural and built heritage.

Wirra Creek Community Garden

The Wirra Creek Community Garden (WCCG), a partnership between the Willunga Branch
of the National Trust of South Australia and the Willunga Environment Centre, has continued
to thrive as a community space for learning, gardening and connection. A regular Tuesday
volunteer session has helped strengthen participation. Volunteers from both organisations
contributed to a range of projects including water tank installation, compost system
improvements and the construction of outdoor seating from recycled pallets, along with our
regular weeding, planting and pruning jobs.

During the year, WCCG hosted a Native Foods workshop with Habitat Connection Co.

partnered with the Bassett Boys' Schoolroom for a South Australia History Month event,
celebrated the official opening of the Susan Greenwood Pavilion, and brought volunteers
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together for a Winter Solstice lunch. These activities provided opportunities for community
members to learn, share knowledge and connect with the Schoolroom.

The garden continues to produce a variety of seasonal fruit, vegetables and herbs while
providing a welcoming space for volunteers and visitors. We thank the many volunteers and
supporters whose time, skills and enthusiasm help the garden flourish.

Olive May De Caux Collection of Family and Local History —
Digitisation and Indexation

In this collection there are 269 folders of history articles and handwritten notes as well as
many related books. Eventually all the pages in the folders will be digitized, with copies on
display in the research room and the original documents archived to protect them. To date we
have digitized 162 folders.

Of the 269 folders, 168 of them have the sort of information and stories which need to be
indexed and we have indexed 87 folders of these

e Pam Sims and Tony Ralph are continuing to index the stories, recording family and local
history

¢ During the past year we have indexed a further 547 pages and extracted and indexed 10
more photos.

Since the project started, we have scanned 12,402 pages and photographs, with 6,535 pages
and 957 photographs currently indexed. This means the following number of items can be
searched. Please note that more than one item can be found in a page or photograph.

Items No.
Events 2,051
Organisations 6,328
People 33,469
Places 5,543
Topics and dates 20,072

So, if we search for any of these in the May De Caux Collection database, we can find all the
related stories that we have indexed so far.

Eventually we will have a comprehensive index of our family and local history in the
Collections MOSAIC database.

Photograph Collection

The backlog of photographs to be scanned has finally been cleared, with all digitised hard
copy photos and digital images now available_in the Photo Collection folders on the Research
Room computer. Many have now been uploaded to the Chronicles section on the Branch’s
website, where they enhance the hundreds of stories that have been published.

A highly prized recent donation was a portrait of Maria Bowering, famous for her role in

helping survivors of the Star of Greece shipwreck. Other photographs of the Bowering family
were also donated.
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Research Library

By mid 2025, after thorough and ongoing mentoring by Faye Lush, Katrina Kytka took on
the role of Research Room Coordinator.

This involves management of the library collection and responding to research requests.

Number of Research Room No.
Requests finalized (year ended
30 June 2026)

June / July 2025

August / September 2025
October / November

December 2025 / January 2026
February / March 2026

April / May 2026

June 2026
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Waverley Park Homestead with crane outside
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Sales and Venue Hire
Sales have increased markedly from the year ended 30 June 2025 (3,419), as follows:

Sales $

Sales — general merchandise 644
Sales — Built heritage catalogue 117
Sales — Hugo Shaw catalogue 2,704
Sales — WPH drinks 1,169
Sales — WPH other 345
Venue Hire - WPH 1,386
Total 6,365

Donations

Donations were dominated by the success of the Hugo Shaw Retrospective Publication,
indicating the strong affection that family and friends held for this generous artist.

Donation $
Atkinsons’ Bakery Cart 137
Built Heritage Art Program 2,461
General 2,012
Hugo Shaw Retrospective Publication 4,010
Wirra Creek Community Garden 590
Waverley Park Homestead 2,681
Total 11,891
Service Fee

NTSA State Office introduced a Service Fee in April 2025 to recover State Office operating
costs of Audit and Financial reporting carried out on behalf of the Branches. This fee was to
be retrospective for the 2024/25 financial year and calculated as a percentage of income. The
introduction lacked transparency around the percentage rate and what income was included /
excluded in the base for the fee calculation. Willunga Branch was advised on 5 June 2025,
via phone call from the then CEO, that our fee would be $6k annually for 2024/25. This
seemed to be 10% based on gross income. Many branches objected to the fee, the lack of
transparency in the income base, and the retrospective nature of the charge.

After drawn-out consultation between State Office and at least 31 of the 45 branches, the
final result was that the Audit & Finance Branch Contribution will:
e Apply to the 2025-26 financial year (not retrospectively)

e Be 7.5% of gross branch revenue

e Exclude true donations and grant funding from revenue;

e Include entry fees, sales, rentals, events, and similar income;

e Be calculated on the 2024-25 financial year results; and

e Be billed in four equal quarterly instalments instead of one lump sum.

Ultimately the Willunga Branch Audit & Finance Contribution was $1,297 for 2025/26.
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Advocacy

“Advocacy drives our mission by raising awareness, influencing policy, and championing the
protection of South Australia’s heritage, ensuring it is valued and preserved for future
generations.”

Willunga Branch has been active in promoting heritage through various modes of
communication, the nature of the events that we conduct, and, where needed, by lobbying the
relevant authorities.

In the year ended 30 June 2026, various activities have celebrated and will celebrate our
heritage, such as:

e The celebration of the 175" anniversary of Port Willunga

On an ongoing basis, we have sought to engage visitors on aspects of our local heritage
through:

e The Art Program’s focus on art depicting heritage in the Willunga/Aldinga/Sellick’s
Beach/ McLaren Vale area.

e Our collection policy, which was lauded for its precise emphasis in the recent
Significant Assessment.

e The local focus of exhibitions at the Courthouse and Slate Museums

e Other programs that emphasise our heritage, such as our photograph collection and
our online local history encyclopedia, Chronicles.

More direct advocacy has been needed only rarely, such as our watching brief over 55
Aldinga Road (Brown’s cottage). The PlanSA Development Application Portal is
monitored by various volunteers and members.

55 Aldinga Road (Brown’s cottage) after explosion.
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Engagement

“Engagement fosters meaningful connections with our communities, encouraging

participation and education”

Events offered to public

Willunga Branch has offered a large number and variety of events to the public to learn, to
entertain and to engage with others, and to promote our history and heritage.

Type of Event No of No of events
Attendees

175" Port Willunga Anniversary 77 1
Art Gallery Open Days (3 afternoons/week) 2,935 150
Museum Open Days (2 afternoons/month) 171 18
Art Exhibition Openings & Vernissage 312 6
Art Workshops 126 19
Curatorial Presentations 125 4
Music Concerts 52 1
Performances (Mayhem ...) 70 2
Walks & Tours 183 10
Volunteer event (Atkinsons Bakery Cart) 7 1
Wirra Creek Community Garden event 6 1
Total 4,064 213

A change to the admission arrangements occurred at the Courthouse and Slate Museums with
the introduction of admission fees in February 2026. The Museums, which previously offered
free entry, now charge an $8 fee for adults, $5 for concession holders, and free admission for

children under 16 and National Trust members.

A comparison of attendance before and after admission fees shows the following:

Adult Concession Child Total No of
openings
Before 88 13 101 10
Admission Fee
After 40 4 26 70 8
Admission Fee
Bespoke Tours

Type of Tour Number of Number of

Visitors (inc. Events

adults)

School tours 796 19

(696 children)
Service & other club tours 217 12
Total 1013 31
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Facebook

Facebook has been an invaluable marketing tool for the Willunga Branch. Our predominant
Pages are the Willunga Courthouse and Slate Museums (now Willunga Museums and Art
Gallery) and the Wirra Creek Community Garden. The Page Star of Greece becomes active
generally around July, and Willunga Slate Carvers has now been altered to Willunga Slate
Heritage to highlight and celebrate items of slate around the Willunga District. The statistics
given relate to the Willunga Museums and Art Gallery Page, which has highest engagement.
For the year ended 30 June 2026, the engagement with our most active Facebook Page,
Willunga Museums and Art Gallery, was as follows:

Views: 189,884

Followers: 1,228 (increased by exactly 100 since 1 July 2025)

Place of engagement: Over 97% of Facebook engagement occurred in Australia
Age of followers: 54% are aged 55 and over.

Residence: 82.5% live in Adelaide, while only 6.5% live in Willunga.

Print Media

We have encouraged print media coverage with a number of newspapers and journals. June
Taylor, Fleurieu Sun, has been very supportive in submitting stories from our organisation. In
addition, Coastal Views features relevant articles pertaining to history and heritage and
upcoming events. This year Heritage Living, from the National Trust of South Australia,
featured our participation in the Sharing the National Collection scheme. Finally, Fleurieu
Living created a magnificent article concerning the art exhibition, Painting Port Willunga

In addition, a quarterly newsletter and an annual report are made available to members and
volunteers. Regular emails are also sent to members, volunteers and supporters to keep them
aware of events and issues.

ﬁl A  .,‘ ;

From Heritage Living

From Fleurieu Magazine (Fleurieu Sun)

N Aldingo Bay’s

Views

dly b ; :
proudly brought to the Community since 1977 by the Aldinga Bay Residents Association
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Financial Sustainability

“Financial sustainability ensures the long-term viability of our mission by maximizing
resources, diversifying income streams, and maintaining sound financial management to

i3

support our heritage initiatives.

Sponsorship

KAY BROTHERS

McLaren Vale

I/ ;

We are very grateful to Kay Brothers for their generosity with their time and their wonderful

wines, supporting us for our Art Exhibition Ope

Grants

nings.

Grants are an important component of our new initiatives and our financial sustainability.
During the year ended 30 June 2026, we were successful in obtaining the following grants:

Name of Grant $
Rebekha Sharkie Volunteer Grant 3,530
City of Onkaparinga Quick Response 1,000
McLaren Vale Op Shop Community

Grant 1,562
Wine Coast Grant 1,000
Total 7,092

Events and Tours

Public events have been a prolific revenue earner this year, with the Port Willunga 175
anniversary dinner the highest income earner. The activities at Waverley Park Homestead

have also generated considerable earnings. The details are as follows:

Events & Tours $

Port Willunga 175" anniversary 4,982
WPH — Public events 15,362
Public events — general 723
Museums Admission 225
Museum Tours 1,679
BBS — School visits 3,500
Wedding 2,127
Total 28,598
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Appendix 1: Remembering People

Donald McDonald (1936 - 2026)

“One of nature’s true gentleman”

Donald was a Founding Member of the National Trust of South Australia, Willunga branch.
He was also a member of the Branch Committee as well as a volunteer with the Branch for a
very long time.

Donald was a foundation member of Willunga Branch from 1969 and served as a Branch
Committee member for many years. As well, he cheerfully took on the extensive task of
liaising with the City of Onkaparinga Council, the Heritage Architect, builders and
maintenance workers about any repairs and maintenance to be carried out at the Branch
properties, which at that time consisted of the Courthouse Museum, the Slate Museum and
the Bassett Boys’ Schoolroom. He was also responsible for OH&S issues and for
maintenance.

Donald was the Branch “go to” person and carried out all his voluntary activities, including
that of tour guide, promptly and effectively. His NTSA Honour Award, granted in 2013,
recognised his extensive voluntary contribution over a long period.

Perhaps, though, what we remember most about Donald was his kindness. His interested,
enthusiastic way of listening to other volunteers, both old and new, meant that all felt valued

and heard. He is still missed.

Donald died at the age of 89 on 17 July 2026 after enduring illness prior to his passing.



Appendix 2: Financial Reports

NATIONAL TRUST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA - WILLUNGA BRANCH

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1/7/25 - 30/6/26

INCOME

GST Collected (Payable)

GST Refund from State Office

Admissions & Tours - Museums Admission
Admissions & Tours - Tours School Visits
Admissions & Tours - Tours Museums Other
Donations - Atkinsons Bakers Cart

Donations - Built Heritage Art Program
Donations — General

Donations - Hugo Shaw Retrospective Publication
Donations — WCCG

Donations — WPH

Grant - Rebekha Sharkie Volunteer Grant - Printer
Grant - CofO Quick Response Grant - Heater &
Dehumidifier

Grant - MVL & District... Op Shop - Display Cases

Grant - Wine Coast

Other Income - 40% share of water usage from CofO

Other Related Income — Sales
Other Related Income - Sales - Built Heritage Art
Catalogue

Other Related Income - Sales - Hugo Shaw Art Catalogue

Other Related Income - Sales - WPH Drinks

Other Related Income - Sales - WPH Other

Public Events

3,260

3,147

225

3,500

1,679

137

2,461

2,012

4,010

590

2,681

3,530

1,000

1,562

1,000

2,426

644

117

2,704

1,169

345

723

Actual

2,190

2,682

4,950

3,000

3,000

1,300

1,000

3,530

1,000

1,000

2,800

1,500

Budget Notes
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Public Events - Pt Willunga 175th
Public Events — WPH

Suspense — WPH

Venue Hire — WPH

Venue Hire — Weddings

Total Income

EXPENDITURE

GST Paid (Receivable)

Administration - Audit & Finance Contribution
Administration - Hire WPH

Administration — Weddings

Advertising & Promotions

Advertising & Promotions - Atkinsons Bakers Cart
Advertising & Promotions - Built Heritage Art
Bank Charges

Cleaning

Cleaning — WPH

Grant - MaC Interpretive Signage Bassett Boys
Schoolroom

Grant - Rebekha Sharkie Volunteer Grant - Printer
Grant - CofO Quick Response Grant - Heater &
Dehumidifier

Grant - MVL & District... Op Shop - Display Cases
Grant - Wine Coast

Information & Communication Technology (ICT)

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) - WPH

Insurance

4,982

15,362

990

1,386

2,127

63,769

3,639

1,297

5,035

100

2,740

1,158

38

1,094

500

2,874

3,530

1,000

1,420

1,000

2,110

200

6,222

7,000

1,300

2,600

40,352

2,445

1,297

4,980

400

500

7,000

3,000

1,200

600

2,874

3,530

1,000

1,000

1,200

200

5,160
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Insurance — WPH

Materials

Materials — WPH

Membership

Pest Control

Pest Control — WPH

Postage, Freight & Courier
Power

Printing & Stationery

Printing & Stationery — WPH
Public Events — WPH

Public Events - Pt Willunga 175th
Rates

Rates — WCCG

Repairs & Maintenance

Repairs & Maintenance - WCCG
Signage — WPH

Stock Purchasing WPH
Suspense

Volunteer Management - WPH

Total Expenditure

Profit (Loss) for the Period

474

576

570

74

74

150

951

336

450

12,232

4,420

1,920

235

365

2,149

318

3,214

990

231

63,685

84

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES AT 30/6/26

500

40

1,700

1,500

6,000

2,500
400
1,000

1,000

500

51,526

(11,174)

Actual Budget
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Opening balance at beginning of the year 28,868 28,868

Add Total Income 63,769 40,352
Less Total Expenditure (63,685) (51,526)
Closing balance at end of period 28,952 17,694

Less net balance of unspent Grant Funds and Fundraising:

- Atkinsons Bakers Cart (5,450)
- Built Heritage Art Program (3,699)
- Catalogue Publication Fund (3,027)
- Port Willunga 175 (562)

- Wirra Creek Community Garden (1,429)

Closing balance at end of period excluding unspent:

Grant Funds, Wirra Creek Community Garden Funds, 14,784
Atkinsons Bakers Cart Funds, Built Heritage Art Program

& Others

Represented by Operating Account:

Bendigo Bank 28,952

Total Operating Account Balance 28,952

NOTES - INCOME

1 Admissions & Tours - Museums Admission

Admissions fees for entry to the Courthouse and Slate Museums was reintroduced from Feb26 after
several years of donation only entry. Donations continue to be received in addition to the entry fees.
2 Admissions & Tours - Tours School Visits

Income of $1,250 for school visits carried out prior to 30/6/26 is expected to be received in July 2026.
3 Donations - Atkinsons Bakers Cart

General donations from Heritage Walks, Courthouse visits and Group Tours were directed to
Fundraising for the Atkinsons Bakers Cart for FY25. In FY26 these donations were redirected to
Donations - General. As quotes for the project are received and the potential for grants assessed, it is
expected that fundraising will be required to meet surveying and engineering plans.

4 Donations - Hugo Shaw Retrospective Publication
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An initiative of the Waverley Park Homestead Art Gallery, the Hugo Shaw Retrospective Publication
raised funds to produce, for sale, a catalogue of Hugo Shaw's paintings on exhibit at the Gallery.
Subsequent sales of the catalogue have established a "Catalogue Publication Fund" for publication of
future catalogues.

5 Donations - WPH

The introduction of a Patrons and Supporters program for Waverley Park Homestead resulted in several
significant donations which were not budgeted.

6 Grant - MVL & District Hospital - Op Shop - Display

Cases

An unbudgeted grant of $1,562 was received and spent within FY26 for display cases at Waverley Park
Homestead for exhibition of items other than paintings.

7 Public Events - Pt Willunga 175th

An event to celebrate the 175th Anniversary of Port Willunga was held - not budgeted.

8 Public Events - Waverley Park Homestead

The significant variation between budget and actual is due to many more events, particularly art
workshops, being held compared to budget.

NOTES - EXPENDITURE

9 Advertising & Promotions - Atkinsons Bakers Cart

An initial deposit for plans has been made for the display / shed for housing the Atkinsons Bakers Cart.
The project is in the process of working through queries arising from the lodgement of the Development
Application.

10 Insurance

Insurance premiums were paid monthly for 9 months then paid 12 months in advance for 2026/27
resulting in 21 months of premiums in FY26.
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